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Coming up… some important curriculum dates

• April
• Monday 3rd: 12 PM noon Second curriculum info for students
• Thursday 6th: Optime-work ends
• Week 16: Optime automatic scheduling, fall term
• Monday 24th: Optime-work begins (spring)

• May
• Friday 5th: Master`s thesis examination seminar
• Week 19: Optime automatic scheduling, spring term
• Monday 22nd: Third curriculum info for students (”kandi-info” at 10 AM  and 

”maisteri-info” at 1 pm) Phy E204 and live-stream
• Weeks 22nd: Optime-transfers to SISU

• June
• Friday 9th: Master`s thesis examination seminar
• Week 23: Course checks in SISU (responsible teachers)
• Week 23: Geography teachers’ meeting: final touches to teaching programme
• Friday 30th (or earlier): Teaching programme 2023–24 published in SISU



What`s new in our curriculum 
2023-2026 in a nutshell?

In Bachelor programme
• Not so much changes
• New sustainability course, some 

changes in book exams, some new 
optional courses

In Master`s programme
• Joint studies: GEOG-301 Geographical 

thinking, history and research directions 
and GEOG-388 Master thesis seminar in 
geography

• New module structure (15 cr each)
• Many new courses
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Important to 
know

• You can continue your studies in our old curriculum structure 
or change to new one (there are list of substitute courses - if 
needed)

• If you begin your studies in Master`s level next autumn (after 
1.8.2023) you take new curriculum from the beginning. 

• You can start your Master`s studies (“GEOG-301 Geographical 
thinking, history and research directions” and “Start module” 
courses) in September, if:

You have given your finished bachelor`s thesis to your supervisor 
and your bachelor studies are principally ready (send e-mail to 
course principal teacher to enroll course).

• If your bachelor studies will be ready later during the academic
year:

You can start master`s studies then by taking thematic module 
courses and book exams (by your choice) and you will take 
“GEOG-301” and “Start module” next autumn. 

Not ideal, but possible. Try to have your bachelor ready before 
September.   
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Kandiohjelman tärkeät sivut

 OPISKELIJAN OHJEET: TUTKINTORAKENNE JA TUTKINNON LAAJUUS
 Tältä sivulta löydät keskitetysti kaiken tiedon tutkintovaatimuksista
Muista valita ensin oma koulutusohjelmasi
 Voit tehdä jo HOPSin SISUssa
 Vuoden 2020-23 OPSin mukaan voi valmistua vielä kolme vuotta
 On kuitenkin ihan suotavaa siirtyä uuteen OPSiin
 OPINTOTARJONTA: KANDIOHJELMAN ALUSTAVA OPETUSOHJELMA
 Tarkka opetusohjelma julkaistaan kesäkuun loppuun mennessä 

SISUssa

https://studies.helsinki.fi/ohjeet/artikkeli/tutkinnon-laajuus-ja-tutkintorakenne
https://sisu.helsinki.fi/student/frontpage
https://studies.helsinki.fi/ohjeet/artikkeli/mista-loydan-opintotarjonnan#paragraph-2384
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Master’s programme important pages

 INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: SCOPE AND STRUCTURE OF DEGREE
 All important information on the same page
 Remember to choose your degree programme first!
 You can already make your personal study plan in SISU
 The 2020-23 Curriculum is still valid for three years
 However, it might be easier to change to the new curriculum
 COURSES: PRELIMINARY TEACHING PROGRAMME
 The detailed programme will be published in SISU at the end of June

https://studies.helsinki.fi/instructions/article/scope-and-structure-degree
https://sisu.helsinki.fi/student/frontpage
https://studies.helsinki.fi/instructions/article/where-can-i-find-courses#paragraph-2385


GEOG-301 Geographical thinking, history 
and research directions

Start 1
15 cr

Theme 1 (15 cr)

GEOG-388 Master thesis seminar in 
geography

GEOG-389 MSc thesis 30 crMaster's seminar
and thesis
35 cr

Joint
studies
10 cr

Modules, min. 45 cr
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1start module
GIS/Phys/Hum

Choose +2 from
thematic or start
modules Start 2 (15 cr)

OR
Theme 2 (15 cr)

Theme 1 (15 cr)

Other studies 30 cr (several options):
- optional courses or more modules (geography or others)
- some fixed study module (UH, Aalto or other uni)
- exchange studies abroad –work life courses/practical training
- optional/compulsory language courses

GEOG-389 MSc thesis 30 crMaster's seminar
and thesis
35 cr GEOG-G/H/P388 MSc seminar 5 cr

Geography
education start
module 10 cr

GEOG-301 Geographical thinking, history 
and research directions

GEOG-352 Geographies of young people 
and education

1 module 15 cr Start (15 cr) Theme (15 cr)OR

Pedagogical studies for teachers 60 cr
for teaching in basic education and upper secondary 

school level
Basic and intermediate studies in education

MSc, Geography subject teacher educationMSc, Geography



GEOG-301 Geographical thinking, history and 
research directions

GEOG-M2 Geoinformatics 
start module

GEOG-M11 
Automating and 
visualizing in GIS

GEOG-388 Master thesis seminar in geography

GEOG-389 Master's 
thesis in geography 

30 cr

Master's
seminar and 
thesis

GEOG-M1 Joint studies

Thematic modules all 15 cr

GEOG-G388 
Advanced seminar 
in geoinformatics

Start modules GEOG-M3 Human geography 
start module

GEOG-M4 Physical geography 
start module

GEOG-M12 
Conservation 

geography

GEOG-M13
Conservation practice 

and planning

GEOG-M14
GIS and Big Data for 

Social good

GEOG-M15
Implementing 

Research in Physical 
Geography

GEOG-M16
Political geographies 

of regional 
development

GEOG-M17
Remote Sensing of 

Environment

GEOG-M18
Spatial Inequalities 
and sustainability 

policies

GEOG-M19
High-latitude 

landscapes and 
ecosystems

GEOG-M20
Urban geography and 

land use planning

GEOG-M21
Urban dynamics and 

diversity

GEOG-M23
Development 

geography

GEOG-M24
Technical 

Geoinformatics (Aalto 
university)

GEOG-M50
Mixed module

0-15 cr

GEOG-M25
Spatial planning (Aalto 

university)

GEOG-H388 
Advanced seminar 

in human 
geography

GEOG-P388 
Advanced seminar 

in physical 
geography

GEOG-M4 Geography 
education start module 10 cr
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GEOG-
301

GEOG-
388

GEOG-389 MSc thesis 30 crMaster's
seminar
and thesis
35 cr

Joint
studies
10 cr

Modules,
min. 45 cr

GEOG-G388 Advanced 
seminar in geoinformatics

Other studies to support 
specialization 30 cr

Examples of different combinations for specialization

GEOG-M2 
Geoinformatics start 

module

GEOG-M11 
Automating and 
visualizing in GIS

GEOG-M17
Remote Sensing 
of Environment

GEOG-
301

GEOG-
388

GEOG-389 MSc thesis 30 cr

Joint
studies
10 cr

Modules,
min. 45 cr

GEOG-H388 Advanced 
seminar in human geography

Other studies to support 
specialization 30 cr

GEOG-M3 Human 
geography start 

module

GEOG-M16
Political 

geographies of 
regional development

GEOG-M20
Urban geography 

and land use 
planning

GEOG-
301

GEOG-
388

GEOG-389 MSc thesis 30 cr

Joint
studies
10 cr

Modules,
min. 45 cr

GEOG-P388 Advanced 
seminar in physical geography

Other studies to support 
specialization 30 cr

GEOG-M4 Physical 
geography start 

module

GEOG-M15
Implementing 

Research in Physical 
Geography

GEOG-M19
High-

latitude landscapes 
and ecosystems

Master's
seminar
and thesis
35 cr

Master's
seminar
and thesis
35 cr

Geoinformatics Human geography Physical geography



GEOG-
301

GEOG-
388

GEOG-389 MSc thesis 30 crMaster's
seminar
and thesis
35 cr

Joint
studies
10 cr

Modules,
min. 45 cr

GEOG-G388 Advanced 
seminar in geoinformatics

Examples of different combinations for specialization

GEOG-M2 
Geoinformatics start 

module

GEOG-M11 
Automating and 
visualizing in GIS

GEOG-M17
Remote Sensing 
of Environment

GEOG-
301

GEOG-
388

GEOG-389 MSc thesis 30 cr

Joint
studies
10 cr

Modules,
min. 45 cr

GEOG-H388 Advanced 
seminar in human geography

GEOG-M3 Human 
geography start 

module

GEOG-M16
Political 

geographies of 
regional development

GEOG-M23
Development
geography

GEOG-
301

GEOG-
388

GEOG-389 MSc thesis 30 cr

Joint
studies
10 cr

Modules,
min. 45 cr

GEOG-P388 Advanced 
seminar in physical geography

GEOG-M4 Physical 
geography start 

module

GEOG-M15
Implementing 

Research in Physical 
Geography

GEOG-M19
High-

latitude landscapes 
and ecosystems

Master's
seminar
and thesis
35 cr

Master's
seminar
and thesis
35 cr

Nature conservationistJack of all GIS trades Spatial planner for equality

GEOG-
M12 Conservation

geography

GEOG-M13
Conservation 

practice and planning

GEOG-M18
Spatial 

Inequalities and 
sustainability policies

GEOG-M25
Spatial planning 
(Aalto university)

GEOG-M14
GIS and Big Data 
for Social good

GEOG-M24
Technical

Geoinformatics 
(Aalto university)
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